The Biblical Basis for Mary Part 1

The Church teaches many things about Mary that don’t seem to have any biblical basis. Over the centuries, this has often resulted in the accusation that these teachings are simply made up (or that the ‘Assumption’ is simply an assumption). Are these teachings simply the result of the church’s overactive theological imagination, or is there some biblical basis for our understanding of Mary?
The Scriptures present three main teachings about Mary, and everything else that the Church teaches about mary is derived from this foundation. The bible presents Mary as the Queen of Heaven, the Ark of the Covenant, and the new Eve.

Queen of Heaven: In the Hebrew monarchy, the most powerful, honoured and important woman in the Kingdom was the mother of the King. She was known as “the Queen Mother.” In Hebrew, she was called “the Gebirah.” The Gebirah, the Queen Mother of the Kingdom, possessed a unique power of influence with the King. Her influence, power and prestige surpassed that of the King’s wife. We clearly see the unique influence and power of the “Queen Mother” in 1 Kings 1 and 2.

King Solomon’s mother was Bathsheba. Bathsheba’s power and influence as Queen Mother was so great that Adonias (or Adonijah) said this to her: “And he (Adonias) said: I pray thee speak to king Solomon (for he cannot deny thee anything) to give me Abisag the Sunamitess to wife.” (1 Kings 2:17) “Then Bethsabee came to king Solomon, to speak to him for Adonias: and the king arose to meet her, and bowed to her, and sat down upon his throne: and a throne was set for the king's mother, and she sat on his right hand. And she said to him: I desire one small petition of thee, do not put me to confusion. And the king said to her: My mother, ask: for I must not turn away thy face.” (1 Kings 2:19-20)
Psalms 45:6, 9- “Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever: A sceptre of equity is the sceptre of thy kingdom… The queen stood on thy right hand, in gilded clothing…”

Revelations 12:1: A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head.
The bible seems to suggest that the pattern of Christ’s heavenly kingdom is according to the image of the Earthly Kingdom of Judah. This is also seen in the understanding of the papacy (Matt 16:18-19, Is 22:20-23)
Because Mary is the Queen of heaven, she stands in a unique role as intercessor before the King. She is worthy of receiving honour because of this position. 

Mary as the New Eve: The Bible does not present us with a clear reference to mary as the new eve, yet we have various parallels that point us to this understanding.

EVE COMMUNICATED WITH, BELIEVED AND OBEYED A FALLEN ANGEL  (THE SERPENT) 
MARY COMMUNICATED WITH, BELIEVED AND OBEYED A GOOD ANGEL (GABRIEL)
St. Irenaeus, Against Heresies, Book III, Chap. 22, 185 A.D.- “In accordance with this design, Mary the Virgin is found obedient, saying, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it done unto me according to your word (Luke 1:38). But Eve was disobedient; for she did not obey when as yet she was a virgin… And thus also it was that the knot of Eve's disobedience was loosed by the obedience of Mary. For what the virgin Eve had bound fast through unbelief, this did the virgin Mary set free through faith.”
EVE WAS THE MOTHER OF ALL THE LIVING 
MARY, AS MOTHER OF JESUS, IS THE MOTHER OF ALL THE LIVING AND EVEN OF LIFE ITSELF (Jesus)
EVE WAS CREATED WITHOUT ANY SIN 
THE NEW EVE, MARY, ALSO HAD TO BE CREATED WITHOUT ANY SIN (IMMACULATELY CONCEIVED)
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Mary as the Ark of the Covenant: Exodus 40:34-35- “Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting, because the cloud overshadowed it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.” 

The very same word “episkiasei” is used in the Greek of the New Testament to describe how the presence of God will “overshadow” the Virgin Mary. The Bible uses this language only about the Ark and about Mary. 

Luke 1:35- “And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.”

	The Ark of the Old Covenant The Virgin Mary 2 Samuel 6:9 – “David feared the Lord that day and said, How can the ark of the Lord come to me?" 
	Luke 1:43 –"[Elizabeth said]: And how does this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?" 


Revelation 11:19,12-1- “And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament: and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail. [12:1] And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars.” 

	The Ark contained the manna from the desert Hebrews 9:4- “… the ark of the covenant overlaid round about with gold, wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant.” 
	Mary contained the manna from Heaven, Jesus John 6:48-51- “I am that bread of life. Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead. This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die. I am the living bread which came down from heaven… and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.” 


SINCE MARY IS THE ARK OF THE NEW COVENANT, THAT MEANS THAT SHE IS THE MOST SACRED THING ON EARTH OUTSIDE OF JESUS CHRIST: The Ark of the Old Covenant had to be perfect and holy because it was the seat of God’s unique spiritual presence. God’s holiness could not be tarnished by contact with that which had defects. Likewise and to a greater degree, the Virgin Mary, as the new Ark and bearer of Jesus Christ, had to be created without sin and in a state of perfection. 

She did not merely contain the spiritual presence of God, but Jesus Christ (God Himself). She did not merely contain the written word of God, but the Word of God made flesh (John 1:1). Consequently, Mary must be perfect. She must be free from all sin. She must be an ever-virgin and untouched by man.

The Power of the Ark: The Ark of the Old Covenant had awe-striking power. When it was taken by the Philistines, extraordinary things happened to them and to their false god, Dagon. 

1 Samuel 5:1-5- “And the Philistines took the ark of God, and carried it from the Stone of help into Azotus. And the Philistines took the ark of God, and brought it into the temple of Dagon, and set it by Dagon. And when the Azotians arose early the next day, behold Dagon lay upon his face on the ground before the ark of the Lord: and they took Dagon, and set him again in his place. And the next day again, when they rose in the morning, they found Dagon lying upon his face on the earth before the ark of the Lord: and the head of Dagon, and both the palms of his hands were cut off upon the threshold: And only the stump of Dagon remained in its place. 

The waters of the Jordan were miraculously dried up by the Ark. 

Josua 3:13-14- “[And the Lord said to Josua]: And when the priests, that carry the ark of the Lord the God of the whole earth, shall set the soles of their feet in the waters of the Jordan, the waters that are beneath shall run down and go off: and those that come from above, shall stand together upon a heap. So the people went out of their tents, to pass over the Jordan: and the priests that carried the ark of the covenant went on before them...” 

Mary, the New Ark, has this power and even more; for the fulfilment is greater than the type, and the New Testament is greater than the Old.

